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may require. But while we are of opinion that there is no
sufficient reason for refusing to the Legislatures of the
Colonies a control over the whole of their expenditure, we
also think that great inconvenience and very serious evils
might be expected to arise from leaving the whole of the
public establishments to be provided for by annual vote.1 In
this country Your Majesty's Civil List is settled upon Your
Majesty for life, and, in addition to this, Parliament has
thought fit to provide, by a permanent charge on the Con-
solidated Fund for a very considerable part of the estab-
lishments kept up for the public service, including ths
whole of those of a judicial character, leaving to be de-
frayed by annual votes those charges only which have been
regarded as requiring the more frequent revision of the
Legislature. The reasons which have induced the .British
Parliament in this manner to withdraw various heads of
expenditure from annual discussion, and to make provision
for them in a manner which can only be altered by an Act of
the whole Legislature, apply, as we apprehend, with much
increased force in favour of adopting a similar policy in
the Colonies. It is not to be denied that in these smaller
societies party spirit is apt to run still higher than amongst
ourselves, and that questions respecting the remuneration
of public servants are occasionally discussed, rather with
reference to personal feelings than to a calm consideration
of the real interest of the community. We believe also,
that true economy is promoted by giving to those who are
employed in the public service some reasonable assurance
for the permanence of their official incomes. It is thus
only that efficient service can be secured in return for
a moderate remuneration. With these views the arrange-
ment which we should recommend is that Parliament
should, in the first instance, charge upon the revenues of
1 Much of the friction under the old colonial system had been brought
about by the refusal of the Colonial Assemblies to vote a permanent Civil
List. (See Greene, op. tit., and Documents feeding to C&ontoZ History of-New
Torfc, passim.)
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